
  

 
 

BY-LAW 
 

FORWARD 
 Realizing that after the Paris Peace Accord, 1991, and the first election in 1993, the evolution of 
democracy, human rights, and development of other fields in Cambodia are in fragile and slowness.  
 Seeing the contemporary obvious requires of Cambodians who are demanding the democracy, 
human right respect, social justice, development and prosperity. These whishes become the critical vision 
and objective of Khmer citizens who difficultly struggle to improve both their own lives and participate in 
reformation of society. 
 Therefore, we, all Khmer citizens both inside and outside the country and also organs and 
associations, decided to contribute to the improvement of these subjects, democracy, human rights, social 
justice, cultural instruction, and other development programs which are applied by Cambodia Watchdog 
Council. 
 Cambodia Watchdog Council International 1  is the coalition of local non-governmental 
organization which was established on September 16, 2002 by six Organizations, (Unions/Associations) 
and perform her duties on the advocacy of human right, right of workers, employees, the improvement of 
working status of civil-servants, teachers, rights of poor pheasants, and the development along the border. 
 According to her evolution and the worseness caused by the Cambodian Government on October 
14, 2005, CWC-International transferred her Office to Norway so that it can reinforce the role on the 
international arena and amended some points of statute as hereunder: 
 

CHAPTER ONE 
GENERAL PROVISION 

Article 1 
 Cambodia Watchdog Council International is the independent, neutral organization which is not 
racing discriminated and affiliated to any political parties. 
 CWC-International can enlarge her associated offices and representative members in other 
countries in the world. 
 Its shortened name can be known as “CWC-International”. 
 
Article 2 
 A- The symbols of CWC-International are defined as following: 
  - The map of Cambodia and the term CWC-International in it is the only symbol of the Council. 
  - The white space inside the map represents the peace and justice. 
  - The dark green color represents democracy. 
  - The golden color represents dignity, prosperity, and development. 
 B- The CWC-International stamp used for daily work must be created upon its symbol. 
  
 
Article 3 
 The temporary headquarter of CWC-International is located in Kristiansand, Norway. This 
Headquarter or Head Office can be changed in case of necessity. 
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1- Cambodia Watchdog Council International (CWC-International) is a new name after we amended it on April 13, 2006. The 
original name is “Cambodia Watchdog Council (CWC)”. 



  

Statute of CWC-International in English  2

 
CHAPTER TWO 

VISION, MISSION, OBJECTIVES, AND GAOL 
Article 4 
 CWC-International was established with the main purpose as hereunder: 
 
 Vision: 
 CWC-International wishes to have a society with real democracy, rule of law, and human rights 
respect. 
 
 Mission:  
 Integrating and incorporating with state institutions, civil society and ordinary citizens in order to 
enhance the standard of living, to spread out the culture, to exchange experiences, to promote skills in 
contribution to the national and international development. 
 
 Goal: 
 To reinforce and enhance the national unity, democracy, human rights, and culture.  
 
 Objectives: 

• Conciliating with civil society, NGOs and political organizations with the sense of wisdom 
and high national interest as the principle in contributing to the reformation and development 
of the country. 

• Calling on to promote the law enforcement, democracy, and human right respect. 
• Increase the corporation with the government, civic society, and citizens both inside and 

outside the country in order to exchange the experiences and the knowledge of culture and art, 
and working skills. 

• Calling on to eliminate the corruption and social injustice. 
• Calling on to improve the life of well-being of civil-servants, professors, workers, employees, 

and citizens. Khmer citizens who live along the border or remote areas shall be regarded as the 
priority in the development program of CWC-International. 

• To educate and spread out democracy, human rights, health, environment, law, and other 
programs. 

 
CHAPTER 3 

MEMBERSHIP AND DUTY 
Article 5 
 Khmer citizens who live both inside and outside the country and those who have Khmer 
nationality at birth can apply to be member of CWC-International at any time. Foreigners also can 
voluntarily apply for membership of CWC-International upon their purpose. 
 Artificial persons can apply for membership of CWC-International. 
 Natural and artificial persons must fill in the application forms which are determined by the 
council. 

Members of CWC-International are divided into three kinds included:  
• Founding members: refer to those who initiatively established CWC-International. 
• Authorized members: refer to the artificial and natural persons who actively participate in all 

activities of CWC-International and contribute to CWC-International at least 6 months. 
• Temporary members: refer to the artificial and natural persons who are allocated to 

participate in meetings and activities of CWC-International yet without the right of 
endorsement. These members can apply to be the authorized member unless they have 
participated in activities of CWC-International at least for 1 year. 

  
Article 6 
 Members of CWC-International have the rights and duties as hereunder: 

• Voluntarily participate in all activities of CWC-International 
• Contributing their opinions to arranging the activities of CWC-International 
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• Participating in the meeting and ratifying programs for improvement of CWC-International 
(only for members of Steering Committee) 

• Members must obey the internal regulation and statute of CWC-International 
 Members perform duties in their own institutions so that they have more strategies to reinforce 
and enlarge the potential of CWC-International. 
 

CHAPTER 4 
THE LOSE OF MEMBERSHIP 

 
 
Article 7 
 Any members of CWC-International can lose their membership due to some reasons as following: 

1. Voluntarily resign from the membership of CWC-International. In this case, artificial and 
natural persons must inform CWC-International in the written letter which is stated of 
receiving. 

2. Any members of CWC-International which perform against the statute of CWC-International 
shall be dismissed with the approval from the steering members of CWC-International by a 
50%+1 majority vote. 

3. Missed to pay the contribution to CWC-International for 6 months without clear reason or 
abandoned work without informing. 

  
CHAPTER 5 

STRUCTURE, ROLE, AND POWER 
Article 8 
 CWC-International has the structure of leadership as hereunder: 

• Congress 
• Advisory Board 
• Committee of the County Representatives 
• Steering Committee 
• Secretariat 

 
Article 9 
 Congress: 
 Congress is the highest decision organizer which is held in June in three years. 
 Congress is held in order to supervise, to wrap up work of the previous years and set new planning 
and strategies for next mandate and to amend By-Law and internal rule of procedure if proposed or 
dictated circumstances. 
 To elect to choose one president, and one deputy president upon the number of votes and to 
choose the steering committee. The mandate of those go for three years. 
 One secretary general is proposed by president with the approval of steering committee to perform 
duties in the mandate. 
 The extraordinary congress can be done only if the steering committee sees that it is necessary. 
 The steering committee candidates must have the characteristics of good morality, honesty, high 
quality of leading, and good relationship. Those must put forward the form to the election committee at 
least 30 days before the congress. The steering committee and congress committee supervise and evaluate 
the character of those candidates. 
 Institutions as member and representatives can send delegates to join the congress in the name of 
authorized members. Those must pay contribution to CWC-International at least a month before the 
congress. 
 Temporary members can participate in the congress but they can’t vote. 
 The congress commission has 5 members appointed by the steering committee. The chief and the 
members of this commission can’t stand for candidate of leaders of CWC-International. The 
commission’s duty is to manage the election procedure and declare the result of election. 
 
 Advisory Board: 
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 Advisory Board assists to prepare the strategic planning and to find the financial support for 
CWC-International. Advisory Board also can monitor the financial transparency. 
 There are three up to five people as member of Advisory Board including Advisory president. 
 Advisory Board members are national and international dignitaries who are unaffiliated to any 
political parties and whose will is compliance with policy and strategy of CWC-International. 
 
 Committee of the Country Representatives: 
 This committee can be the artificial and natural persons to the countries they base in. 
 Members of the committee perform duty in the countries they base in and have to corporate and 
share information mutually in order to strengthen and enhance the work potential of CWC-International. 
 Leadership of institutions as members and country representatives can stand as candidate for 
presidential and steering committee election. 
 
  Steering Committee: 

Steering Committee’s duty is to manage the general work of CWC-International during and after 
the congress. 

CWC-International is led by one president accompanied by one vice president. President is 
accountable for all kinds of work. S/he also helps facilitate work of other members. Vice President is the 
acting president in case of the absence of president or of the delegation. 

Steering Committee has at least 11 members including president, vice president, secretary general, 
treasurer, presidents of institution as members and country representatives. The amount of member of this 
committee can be increased or reduced according to the size of CWC-International work. 

Steering Committee does the research and supervises all activities of government and other top-
level public organizations in order to push the social reform forward upon the rule of law and democracy. 
The committee also has the duty of monitoring, evaluating and contributing to the international 
development. 

Treasurer must be appointed by the president and s/he has the same rank to the secretary general. 
 Authorized members can be inserted into the steering committee only if they get the vote of 
agreement from the congress. 
 
 Secretariat: 
 Secretariat is the middle administrational organization. It leads and manages the daily work and 
the program implementation which were approved by CWC-International. 
 Secretariat is led by one Secretary General. Secretariat has four units as listed below: 

• Administration unit 
• Research, monitoring, and information unit 
• Protocol and International relation unit 
• Membership unit. 

 The unit can be enlarged due to the size of work in secretariat. 
 Secretary General has to prepare the agendas of all kinds of meeting of CWC-International and the 
reports for the president and Steering Committee. 
 

CHAPTER 6 
FUNDS AND BUDGETS 

 
Article 10 
 CWC-International shall receive fund from: 

• All members of CWC-International. 
• Donations by its supporters and the generous who voluntarily give away for the purposes of 

CWC-International. 
• Various donations obtained from local and international organizations. 
• Project donations of CWC-International from other funds resources. 

   
Article 11 



  

 Treasurer shall control the amount of money or cash directly. 
 Every expend for the interest of CWC-International must be signed to agree by at least three 
members of steering committee who entitled as President, Secretary General, Treasurer or substitutes.  
 In case in the absence of president, treasurer can order to pay and s/he must report to the president 
and steering committee later on.  
 

CHAPTER 8 
TRANSITIONAL PROVION 

 
Article 12 
 Cambodia Watchdog Council International can be dissolved on condition that 50%+1 of all 
members put forwards their petitions of request and get agreement by the two-third (2/3) majority vote. 
 After CWC-International was dissolved, all assets and facilities shall be donated to the 
organizations, associations, or orphanages upon the determination of council by a 50%+1 majority vote. 
 
Article 13 
 This statute, after being enacted, shall be promulgated entering into force by the Cambodia 
Watchdog Council-International. 
 Any provisions which are not stipulated in this statute shall be provided for in details in the 
internal rule of procedure and other standard documents. 
 
                                                                                      Having seen, discussed, and enacted this statute 
                                                                                                    Kristiansand, May 14, 2006 
 

         
 
 
                             Mr. Men Nath 
                             President of CWC-International                     

                                         (On behalf of Steering Committee) 
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